



[image: ]

Acting Together to End Homelessness
A toolkit for Homes for Cathy members to campaign to end homelessness in the run up to the 2024 general election






Introduction
Rishi Sunak has called a general election for 4 July 2024.
This election is a crucial chance to shape the UK’s future – as an alliance of housing associations and charities committed to ending homelessness, we want to demand that the next government takes action to end homelessness and funds more social housing so that everyone has a safe and stable home.
Homelessness has reached record levels.  An estimated 3,898 people were counted as sleeping rough across England on a single night in autumn 2023, up more than a quarter on the 3,069 people counted in 2022. The number of households living in temporary accommodation in England is also at an all-time high.  As of the end of 2023, 112,660 households were living in temporary accommodation, including 146,800 children.  This costs local councils £1.7bn, spending which is up 9% year on year.
In the run up to the general election, we are asking Homes for Cathy members to engage with the Prospective Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs) standing for election in the local areas in which you operate, so that homelessness remains high on the political agenda. Together, we can use our collective voice to ensure whoever forms the next Government will feel the pressure to act.
Remember that smaller parties matter – the potential for a minority or coalition government means that the elected party could need the support of other parties to pass legislation in the future.
The Charity Commission has made clear that campaigning is a legitimate activity for charities. This remains the case during elections.
In this pack, we have put together several tools to help our members engage candidates on homelessness during the short campaign.
Vicki McDonald
Communications Lead
victoria.mcdonald@hightownha.org.uk

In this toolkit:
1. Our key asks of the next Government
2. Identifying Prospective Parliamentary Candidates
3. Boundary Changes
4. Writing to your Prospective Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs)
5. Template letter/email to Prospective Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs)
6. Social media resources

1. Our key asks of the next Government 
To end homelessness, Homes for Cathy is aligning with other key organisations across the homelessness and housing sectors to call on the next Government to:
· Fund 90,000 new homes for social rent each year for ten years
· Continue and expand funding streams for support services for homelessness projects
· Uprate Local Housing Allowance each year
These ‘key asks’ are outlined in the template letter below.
2. Identifying Prospective Parliamentary Candidates
Now that the Parliament has formally dissolved and all Parliamentary activity has ceased, all people standing for election are ‘Prospective Parliamentary Candidates’ (PPCs).  You can identify the PPCs in your area by visiting the Who Can I Vote For? website.  
The website usually has contact details for PPCs. If these are not available, you can also Google the PPC to find details of their own website and email address.  
3. Boundary Changes
The constituencies on which all elections have been fought since 2010 have been revised to reflect population changes.  England's tally of seats has risen from 533 to 543, a net gain of 10 seats.  The biggest increase is across the South East where 84 constituencies have been replaced with 91.  Both the East of England and the South West show a net gain of three seats.  The North East, North West and West Midlands each has a net reduction of two constituencies.  You can check changes in your area(s) on the UK Parliament website.
4. Writing to your Prospective Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs)
Once you have identified the PPCs in the areas in which your housing association or charity operates, you can use the email/letter template below to write to them asking them to support our key asks to end homelessness if they are elected as an MP.  
It’s important to personalise your correspondence if possible. PPCs will be interested in how homelessness affects their constituency, so include figures on the number of households living in temporary accommodation, the number of people recorded as homeless, the number on the social housing waiting list and the number of rough sleepers in the local authority area.  Shelter has an excellent resource for checking statistics on housing and homelessness in each constituency – click here for more information.  The number of rough sleepers in each constituency can be found here.
5.    Template letter/email to Prospective Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs)  
The template letter/email below can be adapted to include local homelessness statistics for your PPC’s constituency.  Download a Word copy of template letter/email here.


Dear [insert name of candidate]
Ending Homelessness
I am writing to ask you to prioritise ending homelessness should you be elected to Parliament at the General Election on 4 July 2024.
With 112,660 families - including 71,280 with children - currently living in temporary accommodation and nearly 4,000 people rough sleeping, it is vital that the next Government provides essential support and resources to end this homelessness and housing crisis.  
In [insert name of constituency], there were [insert total households in TA] households in temporary accommodation at the end of December 2023.  I am sure that you will be aware of the trauma caused to families and children who have to spend months and even years in cramped rooms with very limited facilities waiting for permanent housing so they can get on with their lives. 
Meanwhile the numbers of people living on the streets continues to rise.
The general election is a chance to change the downward spiral of increasing homelessness.
[insert name of your organisation] is a member of Homes for Cathy, an alliance of housing associations working together with Crisis and other partners to campaign to end homelessness and to encourage housing associations to prioritise housing and support for homeless people and families as core business.
Our key 'asks' of the next Government are:
· Funding for 90,000 new homes for social rent each year for ten years
· Continuing and expanding funding streams for support services for homelessness projects
· Uprating Local Housing Allowance each year
Housing issues form a large part of every MP's constituency workload.
With your support we can get all political parties to commit to prioritising initiatives to end homelessness.  If you are elected as MP for [insert name of constituency], will you commit to supporting these key asks?
If you would like more information on this very important subject or would like to discuss these issues further, please contact me.
Chief Executive
Email:


6.   Social Media Resources
To further engage PPCs in your local area(s), you can use the template social media post and graphic below.
Example wording for LinkedIn / Instagram post 
The general election is a chance to change the downward spiral of increasing homelessness. As members of @HomesforCathy, we’re calling on our prospective parliamentary candidates to commit to action to end homelessness if they are elected, including funding 90,000 new social rent homes each year, long-term funding streams for homelessness projects and uprating of the local housing allowance. 
Example wording for X post
The general election is a chance to change the downward spiral of increasing homelessness. As members of @HomesforCathy, we’re calling on our prospective parliamentary candidates to commit to action to end homelessness if they are elected.
Social media graphics
Link to download Twitter/X graphic (right click and save as an image)
Link to download LinkedIn/Instagram graphic (right click and save as an image)  
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